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We proceeded to our second goa1: Desert View
WatchtOwer. This terrace offers a tremendous view of a
large pan of the Canyon. This time we decided to let the
man in charge know what we were up to before mount-
ing the p1aque. "What~ You can't do that here, that's
impossible!" was his response. Out came the business
card and a transformation occurred for the second time
that day, "You only want to put up one plaque? How
about a second one tOo?" We warmly thanked him and
said that we thought that one would be enough for now.
He even gave us a fìve-dollar donation to cover the COSt

of mounting the p1aque,

The third p1aque was then mounted at Hermit's Rest,
As the day drew to a close, we were fìlled with praise and
wonder at how the Lord had fulfìlled His own heart's
desire to have us raise up these three "places dedicated
to Gods praise and glory,"

For forty years now, these three plaques have pro-
claimed the glory of our Creator and ministered to mil-
1ions of visitors. Sister Josepha

Praise Plaque at Hermit's Rest
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On the morning of July 9, 2003, we received a phone
call from the offce of the Superintendent of the Grand
Canyon National Park. They to1d us that all three
plaques had been removed. They wanted to know if we
would like them to be returned to the Sisterhood. What
a shock! We were devastated!

The recommendation to take them down had come
from their Southwest Regional Offce which had received
an inquiry from someone at the ACLU (American Civil
Liberties Union) in Washington, D.C. Removing the
plaques was probably the easiest way to avoid a contro-
versy, or so they thought.

Of course, we requested that the plaques be returned
to us, We took comfort in the thought that they had
been on display for over thirty years. We felt 1ike there
was nothing more we could do. Little did we know that
the Lord was about to intervene and orchestrate a chain
of events that for the next twO weeks would rum our
lives upside down.

That afternoon we received a phone call from The

Grand Canyon iVews, a Flagstaff newspaper, requesting
our response to the plaques' removaL
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